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BACKGROUND:
Brisk Synergies is participating with TSR to improve safety for 
all road users, including pedestrians, cyclists, transit riders, and 
drivers in the Gulfton neighborhood. 

SOLUTION:
Houston, the fourth-largest city in the United States, is a 
dynamic, growing city, rich in culture and diversity. The City of 
Houston’s Complete Communities plan is meant to provide 
safe, accessible and convenient road use to people of all 
abilities, and for all modes, including pedestrians, cyclists, 
motorists and public transit riders. Together For Safer Roads 
is a global NGO that works with government, businesses, 
and community stakeholders on local projects, fleet safety 
management and technology initiatives to prevent traffic 
crashes, injuries, and deaths. The City of Houston and TSR 
in partnership with the Kinder Institute for Urban Research 
and My Connect Community recently launched the Houston 
Safer Streets Phase One project. 

"We brought Brisk into our Global Entrepreneur 
Program because of their platform's potential to 
accelerate lifesaving work. Houston is demonstrating 
this. Brisk's data is quantifying what the Gulfton 
community knows - Hillcroft Avenue is a near-miss 
away from tragedy. At the same time, it's giving 
Houston Public Works actionable insights to make 
safety fixes."
- David Braunstein, President of TSR

The BriskLUMINA 
solution is analyzing
video collected from 
the city's traffic 
cameras to perform 
pedestrian-focused 
safety diagnosis at two 
intersections along the 
corridor of Hillcroft Ave 
between Dashwood Dr. 
and Bellaire Blvd. 
Specifically, the project team wishes to assess the frequencies 
and severities of vehicle-pedestrian and vehicle-cyclist 
interactions, as well as the mid-block crossings occurring at the 
study locations (Figure 2). In consultation with Houston Public 
Works, researchers from the Kinder Institute will conduct a 
comprehensive before-and-after report summarizing road user 
behavior patterns. Surrogate safety indicators, such as road 
user speeds and arrival patterns will also be considered in order 
to measure safety improve-ments.

CHALLENGE:

(Figure 1)

The City of Houston 
identified Hillcroft 
Avenue (Figure 1) 
as a high-risk area 
for pedestrians and 
cyclists. Vehicle traffic volumes and speeds are very high along 
this busy stretch of road. This is also a busy pedestrian and 
cyclist area with lots of commercial activity and several public 
transit stops.

The City of Houston 
has identified high 
concentrations of 
crashes and conflicts 
in Gulfton, the most 
densely populated 
community in Texas. 

(Figure 2)

http://www.houstontx.gov/completecommunities/gulfton/
http://www.togetherforsaferroads.org/programs/safer-road-tech/
https://brisksynergies.com/brisklumina/
https://myconnectcommunity.org/



